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IRS Announces ACA Health Plan Affordability Threshold For 2019 

 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) recently announced in Revenue Procedure 2018-34 that the 
employee contribution affordability threshold used to determine whether an individual is eligible for 
an Affordable Care Act (ACA) premium tax credit will increase from 9.56% of income in 2018 to 
9.86% of income in 2019. This same percentage will apply in determining whether an employer 
could be subject to an ACA shared responsibility (“employer mandate”) penalty for 2019. 
 
Under the ACA, an individual is not eligible for a Marketplace premium tax credit if the individual is 
offered coverage under an eligible employer-sponsored plan that is “affordable”, which is defined as 
having a required employee contribution for self-only coverage that does not exceed the designated 
percent of income, based on total household income. However, because employers’ lack of 
information about employee household income would make planning difficult for employers, the final 
employer mandate regulations grant employers “safe harbor” from potential penalty on the basis of 
affordability if the required employee contribution for self-only coverage in the lowest-cost eligible 
employer-sponsored plan does not exceed the designated percent of income, based on: a) an 
employee’s W-2 Box 1 income, b) a figure calculated using an employee’s rate of pay, or c) the 
mainland U.S. Federal Poverty Level for an individual. 
 
The ACA statute set the initial affordability threshold at 9.50% for 2014 and provided a formula for 
annual indexing adjustments for plan years thereafter. In general, annual adjustments to the 
affordability threshold are based on 2-year change in per capita cost for employer-sponsored health 
plans, divided by 2-year change in per capita U.S. Gross Domestic Product.1 Below is a summary of 
the annual percentage adjustments through 2019: 
 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

9.50% 9.56% 9.66% 9.69% 9.56% 9.86% 

 
Although some continued political interest in “repealing and replacing” the ACA in whole or in part 
leaves its future in question, for now, it is still the law of the land and employers should continue to 
execute their compliance plans. Accordingly, employers that are subject to the employer mandate 
should keep these adjusted affordability thresholds in mind as they develop their contribution 
strategies for the 2019 plan year. 

 
### 

 

Your Trion Strategic Account Managers are here to answer any questions you might have as you 

prepare to comply with upcoming ACA requirements. If you are not currently a Trion client and would 

like assistance navigating the changes required by health care reform, please contact us today by 

emailing trionsales@trion-mma.com. 

 
1
Per capita employer-sponsored health plan cost and per capita U.S. Gross Domestic Product figures are based on the National 

Health Expenditure Projections published by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-drop/rp-18-34.pdf
http://links.trion.com/c/4/?T=Njg2MjA1MDY%3AMDItYjE3MTM1LTJlZjJjZDIwYzUxNDQ0NjM4M2ZlODc2NmJkMmQ5ZDFm%3AbWFnZ2llLmNvbmRvbkB0cmlvbi1tbWEuY29t%3AY29udGFjdC04Zjk4NzU3MTBlNjVlMDExODlhNzFjYzFkZWU4YmFjZC0yOWM1NzgzMTMyMWY0NDgyYTRlZjE1NjE0ZTZkMzA0OQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9zMy5hbWF6b25hd3MuY29tL3B1YmxpYy1pbnNwZWN0aW9uLmZlZGVyYWxyZWdpc3Rlci5nb3YvMjAxNC0wMzA4Mi5wZGY_X2NsZGVlPWJXRm5aMmxsTG1OdmJtUnZia0IwY21sdmJpMXRiV0V1WTI5dCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LThmOTg3NTcxMGU2NWUwMTE4OWE3MWNjMWRlZThiYWNkLTI5YzU3ODMxMzIxZjQ0ODJhNGVmMTU2MTRlNmQzMDQ5JmVzaWQ9YjM4MDkzNDEtYTczOS1lNzExLTgwZjctMzg2M2JiMzY4ZDk4&K=hvjDfjKC-7mFTdp20BPd0A
http://links.trion.com/c/4/?T=Njg2MjA1MDY%3AMDItYjE3MTM1LTJlZjJjZDIwYzUxNDQ0NjM4M2ZlODc2NmJkMmQ5ZDFm%3AbWFnZ2llLmNvbmRvbkB0cmlvbi1tbWEuY29t%3AY29udGFjdC04Zjk4NzU3MTBlNjVlMDExODlhNzFjYzFkZWU4YmFjZC0yOWM1NzgzMTMyMWY0NDgyYTRlZjE1NjE0ZTZkMzA0OQ%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ%3A%3AaHR0cHM6Ly9zMy5hbWF6b25hd3MuY29tL3B1YmxpYy1pbnNwZWN0aW9uLmZlZGVyYWxyZWdpc3Rlci5nb3YvMjAxNC0wMzA4Mi5wZGY_X2NsZGVlPWJXRm5aMmxsTG1OdmJtUnZia0IwY21sdmJpMXRiV0V1WTI5dCZyZWNpcGllbnRpZD1jb250YWN0LThmOTg3NTcxMGU2NWUwMTE4OWE3MWNjMWRlZThiYWNkLTI5YzU3ODMxMzIxZjQ0ODJhNGVmMTU2MTRlNmQzMDQ5JmVzaWQ9YjM4MDkzNDEtYTczOS1lNzExLTgwZjctMzg2M2JiMzY4ZDk4&K=hvjDfjKC-7mFTdp20BPd0A
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About Trion Group, a Marsh & McLennan Agency, LLC (Trion) HCRAlert! 

This content is provided by Trion, a Marsh & McLennan Agency, LLC (“Trion”) in collaboration with our 
compliance partner, Marathas, Barrow and Weatherhead LLP. The information provided in this alert is 

not, is not intended to be, and shall not be construed to be, either the provision of legal advice or an offer 

to provide legal services, nor does it necessarily reflect the opinions of Trion, our lawyers, or our clients. 

This is not legal advice. No client-lawyer relationship between you and our lawyers is or may be created 

by your use of this information. Rather, the content is intended as a general overview of the subject 

matter covered.  

 

The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (“PPACA”) is a complex law. Any statements made by 
Trion concerning tax, accounting, or legal matters are based solely on our experience as insurance 

brokers and risk consultants and are not to be relied upon as accounting, tax, or legal advice. Those 

reading this alert are encouraged to seek direct counsel from your own tax, accounting and legal advisers 

as to whether your policies and procedures, health plans, and employee contribution requirements are 

compliant with the PPACA and with any other questions you have regarding this law. 

 

While Trion strives to ensure the accuracy and completeness of these alerts, the publisher, authors, 

editors, and contributors of the contents are not responsible for any errors or omissions and are not 

obligated to provide updates on the information presented herein. Trion does not control or guarantee the 

accessibility, accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness of outside information for which links may 

be provided, nor do we endorse any views expressed or products or services offered by such 

organization or authors. 
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